IMPACT OF BUDGET ON EDUCATION

PM: Focus on Skilling,
Industry Linkage,
Internationalisation

Foreign universities
will get to operate in
GIFT City free from
domestic regulations

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi said that the Union Budget
has laid down the path for arrival of
world classforeign universities in In-
dia.

Addressing a webinar on Monday
on the impact of the Budget on the
education sector, Modi said that ‘in-
ternationalization’ of education has
been facilitated through the GIFT ci-
ty mode.

The Union budget has announced
that World-class foreign universities
and institutions will be allowed to
operate in the GIFT City ‘free from
domestic regulations’. They will be
permitted to offer courses in Finan-
cial Management, FinTech, Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mat-
hematics and only regulations appli-
cable will be those by IFSCA- to facili-
tate availability of high-end human
resources for financial services and
technology,

The PM said that there were five
broad education related interven-
tions made in this year’s budget.
One, expansion of education with
improved quality; two a skill deve-
lopment ecosystem and due industry
linkages. Third, said the PM, was the
inclusion of India’s ancient experi-
ence and knowledge of urban plan
and design into education while fo-
urth was internationalization. Fifth,
the promised Animation Visual Ef-
fects Gaming Comic (AVGV) will
help generate considerable employ-
ment, said the Prime Minister.

Heemphasisedon thestrongdigital
underpinnings of the 2022 budget
and termed the announcement of
the Digital University asakey stepin
the direction.

He further called upon the Educa-
tionministry and stakeholders agen-
cies to ensure that this develops asa
global level institute that ensures
high quality educational accesstoall
and does away with the problem of
shortage of seats in institutes.

Healsonoted that it was strongdigi-
tal connectivity that kept the count-
rv's education system going during
the pandemic and measures like e e-

Vidya, One Class One Channel, digi-
tal labs, digital universities would
further help develop an equitable
and accessible educational infrast-
ructure for the youth of the country.

“This is an attempt to provide bet-
ter education solutions to villages,
poor, Dalits, backwardsand tribal pe-
ople in the country’s socio-economic
setup”, hesaid.

At the same time, said the PM, it
was important to integrate digital le-
arning tools and framework with In-
dian languages so that all students
are on equal footing and can access
quality learning material in their
mother tongue.

He reminded that there was clear
link between education in the medi-
umof mother language and the men-
tal developmentof children.

He added that the digital ecosystem
for skilling and Livelihood and e-
Skilling labs - announced in the bud-
get- would also go a long way in har-
nessing India’s ‘demographic divi-
dend’ as per the demands of the
changingjobroles.

The PM pointed out that this budget
iscrucial asitlays the path ahead for
the ‘amrit kaal'- leading to 100 years
of Indian independence,




