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NSDC and NAPS to train 1.2
crore youths in 40 sectors with
market-relevant skills

c-Chandandeep.K @timesgroup.com

ithavisiontoachieve 50 lakh
W apprentices in over 40 sec-

tors, including agriculture,
healthcare and wellness, food proc-
essing, security among other by 2020,
the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and the National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)
forthe first time will work under Na-
tional Apprenticeship Promotion
Scheme (NAPS) to produce
skilled youth.

Talking to Education Timeson
the sidelines of launch of Skill
Connect road show, Manish Ku-

] mar, CEO and MD of NSDC, said,

; “Therole of apprenticeship has
become critical to tap the potential
of our youth and growth of econo-

my. NSDC is using its resources, in-
cluding manpower, funds, totrain the
youth. We are offering short-term skill
courses under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana, International Skill Train-
ing and Udaan with a focus on appren-
ticeship, including aviation, agricul-
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‘Apprenticeship must to
produce skilled youth’

ture, manufacturing units, gemde-
signing and entertainment and media
among others. Until January this year,
109950 students were given training in
these sectors.”

He added, “With the help of Skill
Connect road show, we want to create
awareness among youth to take benefit
ofthe apprenticeship offered. Tillnow,
the apprenticeship was available only
inmanufacturing units. With the
change in guidelines, now service
sector can also be benefited.”

Kumar informed, “In collaboration
witha German development agency,
GIZ, ‘On-the-job’ skill courses are being
run in various sectors and industries.
Moreover,

_.=~“"The concept of apprenticeship has
" changed over the years. “Industry is

playing a bigger role in training the
students now, which is mutually bene-
ficia] for students as well as the industry
players. For small industries, 25% of
stipend of the apprentices will be pro-
vided by thegovernment.”

Hefurther informed Jammu and
Kashmirand northeastern states are
being given special focus with initia-
tives like Udaan, whichaddresses
needs of the educated unemployed
youth. The aimis to provide skills and
job opportunities to the youth across
the country by collaborating with
various industries. .

engineering
and ITIcolleges
that were
laying vacant,
willbe used to
conduct skill
training pro-
grammes.”



