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‘Skilldevpneedstobemorea
sprintthanmarathon’

Pradhanwasspeaking atinauguration of a megaregionalskillcompetition organised by MSDEwith NSDC

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 15 JULY

kill developmentneeds
to be more of a sprint
thanamarathonand we
are partnering with
countries like Japan, Ger-
many, UAE to ensure global
opportunities of training and
employment for India’s youth,
said Union Petroleum, Skill
Development and Entrepre-
neurship Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan here today.

He was speaking at the
inauguration of a* mega
regional skill competition
organised by Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepre-
neurship (MSDE) along with
National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC).

This is thescommence-
ment of India Skills Regional
Competitions (Eastern Chap-
ter) 2018 here.

The eventalsomarked the
3rdeanniversary celebration
of Skill India Mission, on the

e

occassion of World Youth Skills
Day and it witnessed an array
of announcement beingmade
to strengthen the skill ecosys-
tem.

DrKP Krishnan, Secretary,
Ministry of Skill Development
& Entrepreneurship, Jhuthi-
ka Patankar, Additional Sec-
retary, Ministryof Skill Devel-
opment& Entrepreneurship,
Sunita Sanghi, Senior Advisor,
Ministry of Skill Development
& Entrepreneurship, Rajesh
Aggarwal, Director General
(Training), Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepre-
neurship,**Rajesh Agrawal
and others were present.

India Skills Regional East

willshowcase over 225¢¢ com-
petitors from 22 states com-
peting across 27 skills rang-
ing from Mobile Robotics,
Automobile Technology, Cook-
ing, Bricklaying, CNCMilling,
Web Design among others.®

The winners from these
competitions will compete
atNational competition, where
theywould competetowin a
chance of representingINDIA
atWorld Skills 2019 inKazan,
Russia. MinistersPradhan
said, “Skills is not a new con-
cepttoourcountry. It hasbeen
recognized since ages. The
recently concluded Rathaya-
tra processions, in Puri is in
itself reflective of a success-

ful skill ecosystem which
ensures that year after year,
the huge wheeled wooden
chariot is built, painted and
carved upon with beautiful
designs on which the Yatra
takes place. This is one small
exampleofthework of skilled
professionals. Similarly, in
today’s ageand technologylead
times, we areid entifying sev-
eral newjobrolestodaywhich
are relevant to market.”

“It is imperative that the
government and the private
sector works handinhand to
ensure a successful skilled
ecosystem”, he said.

DrKPKrishnan, Secretary,
Ministry of Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship, “It is
ourdouble good fortunethat
we could combine the Indi-
aSkillsRegional Competition
— Eastern Chapter 2018 and
the celebrations of World
Youth Skill Day.We also com-
plete 3 years of Skill India
Mission today. Under the Skill
India Mission we are able to
annually skill/reskill/Upskill
close to 1 crore youth in the
country just under central
government programs, which
is also being positively sup-
plemented by State and Indus-
try efforts towards equipping
the youth with the market
relevant skill sets.’
“Oneofour bigger achieve-
ments has been the aspira-
tionalvaluethatwehavebeen
abletobringtoskillsalongwith
scaleand standards”, hesaid.
The event saw commit-
mentmade bya few Sector Skill
Councils and prominent
employers across these sec-
tors like hydrocarbon, retain,
tourism, life sciences, etc.



