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Hegde launches ‘Skillathon’ to boost Skill India initiative
‘Universities should take up the task of adding wings tostudents’ dream

DHARWAD: Union Minister

develop the skills in the field
of their interest to lead a suc-
cessful and contented life.
Speaking at a function held
to launch ‘Skillathon’ pro-
gramme under the Skill India
initiative of the Central gov-
ernment at Srujana auditori-
um in Karnatak College here
onThursday, he said the Union
Governmentled by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, realising
the need for development of
skill has set up a separate min-
istrytoenable young entrepre-
neurs and skilled profession-
als access opportunities at the
most local level. ‘Skillathon' is

.| to boost Skill India initiative,

hesaid.

Hegde said, in many cases,
the youths aimlessly obtain
education and degrees and
later take up some profession
in which they do not have in-
terest. This tendency does not
make their life happy because
despite all material comforts,
they will not be satisfied with
thewaytheyare living.

“It is necessary to listen to
yourmnervmceandgoaccord—
ing to it. You are born to win
and each step you take in your
life should be towards success.
Thiswill be possible only when
two platforms-- Technical and
Cognitive-- work in tandem.

Union MosS for Skill Development &

The Universities should pro-
vide such platforms. They
should set up dream cham-
bers and the government will
chipinto provide allnecessary
help,” the minister said.

Skills are important to be-
come employable and the
present academic curriculum
does not provide education

that makes a student employ-
able. It results in large scale
unemployment. The Skill In-
dia initiative is to prepare the
youths to meet the demands
of the industry so that both
the human resource and the
industry prosper, Hegde ex-

plained.

‘Skillathon’
‘Skillathon' programmie aims
at skilling a pool of population

‘and expanding the scope of
job opportunities. The pro-
gramme will facilitate devel-
opment of skills, including
in areas of new-generation
technology like artificial intel-
ligence, automation, robotics
and blockchain technology.

Inits second phase, the Skil-
lathoninitiativeaims to bridge
the gap between mentors and
last-mile candidates by driv-
ing awareness about impor-
tance of skill developmentasa
means for transforming lives,
especially in rural areas and
places with limited access to
information. Over 500 insti-
tutions and more than three
lakh job-seckers are expected
to benefit from this concept,
headded

“Inspired entrepreneurship
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inaugurate second edition of 'Skillathon' at Srujana Ranga Mandir in KCD campus on Thursday.

Dr CF Mulimani, Skill India advisor SV Venkatesh, KU V-C Pramod Gai, Dr Rajeshwari
hare also seen. oHPHOTO

ding onthe wings

andskillingri
of innovation will elevate the

Indian economy and create’

more jobs. The programme
isalsoa tesnmony of the gov-
ernment’s avowed intent of
spreading awareness among
youth, evenin the farthest cor-
ners of the country,” he said.
The Skillathon programme
rides onaninnovative concept
of raising awareness in States
by travelling across it and
touching multiple districts be-
fore culminating in the capital
city. The first phase of Skilla-
thonwasstarted on December,
2017 andwenton till February,
2018. Last year, it had bene-
fited over three lakhs youth
from 370 colleges, covering
129 taluks in Karnataka. The
programme also offers coun-

selling on skilling and jobs and
connects aspirants to the Skill
Mission. Throughitsagencies,
MSDE offers career guidance
and information about oppor-
tunities available under vari-

ous Skill India initiatives, the

| ministersaid.

31Summits

The programme helps
training centres in towns con-
nect with Sector Skill Coun-
cils (SSCs) and job providers
through HR centres. A call
centre has also been set up for
job-seekers, corporates, insti-
tutions and startups.

Through Skillathons, the
Ministry organises 31 Sum-
mits—Industry, Institute and
Investor— to facilitate job
providers to connect with the
talent pool in their vicinity, in-
volvinginstitutions, The target
istocreatea 3Iclubineachdis-
trict to connect industry and
institutions.

“Presiding over the func-
tion, Karnatak University
vice-chancellor Pramod Gai
said, the University had set
up skill development training
centre and sought financial
assistance from the Centre to
developit further.

Principal of Karnatak Arts
College Rajeshwari Mahesh-
wananh welcomed the gath-
ering. Principal of Karnata-
ka Science College Channu
Mulimani proposed a vote of

thanks.
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